"That's not why I was leaving. Monsieur Gerbier," said the
calm voice of the invisible young man. "I wanted to be a liaison
agent. I don't want to take ration cards from the comrades for my
poor little health. I don't want to hinder the resistance. You've
shown me too well what it's like."

Gerbier felt himself physically unable to answer. And Legrain
continued,

"But just the same I'm very glad to know about the resistance
movement. I won't be so unhappy any more. I understand life
and I love it. Fm like Armel now. I have faith."

He became a little animated, and said in a fiercer tone,

"But it's not in the next world that I look for justice, Monsieur
Gerbien Tell our friends here and on die other side of the water,
tell them to hurry. I should like to have time to see the end of the
men with blank eyes."

He stopped talking, and the silence that followed was one whose
duration neither of them measured. Without knowing it they both
had their eyes fixed on the slit in the doorway through which they
could see the glare of the lights on the patrol road.

They got up at the same time because that luminous thread
suddenly snapped. The darkness of freedom had joined the im-
prisoned darkness. Gerbier and Legrain were at the door.

Against all prudence, against all good sense, Gerbier spoke
again,

"They'll discover the sabotage, they'll see that I've escaped.
They'll make the connection. TTiey'll think of you."

"What more can they do to us?" murmured Legrain.

Gerbier still did not leave.

"On the contrary, Fll be useful to you," said the young man.
"They'll come and get me to make the repair. I'll go out so fast
that they won't see your empty straw bed and I'll keep them
running around another half hour. You'll be far away with the
Bison."

Gerbier crossed the doorstep.

"Think it over for the last time," he almost pleaded.

"I was never the kind to be a burden to anyone," answered
Legrain, "I'm not going to begin with the resistance movement."

Gerbier slipped between the door and the jamb without turning
round and headed straight for the opening in the barbed wires.
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